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Interspirit’s mission is to develop organizational capacity and collaborative opportunities among sectarian, ecumenical, and interfaith communities. It has no specific agenda of its own beyond its mission, and it is not a member of any organization, including United Religions Initiative. However, URI’s purpose statement can be used to identify the values and goals that Interspirit is designed to serve: …to promote enduring, daily interfaith cooperation, to end religiously motivated violence, and to create cultures of peace, justice, and healing for the Earth and all living beings.
In towns and cities everywhere, the interfaith movement is growing.  It is fed by the dawning awareness in people from every culture that human beings are in many ways alike, and that our spiritual traditions, though diverse in innumerable ways, do share common ethical values.  

If a primary directive of the religious life is to bring the blessings of the divine into the world, there are hundreds of millions of people around this planet who are working in a common direction.  They are doing their best, within the context of their culture and language, to make this world a more blessed and graceful place.

Interspirit is an Internet project that grows from this understanding, designed to support the work of diverse people who share these hopes, and want to find ways to work effectively with others.  The Interspirit network provides an array of tools to any group or organization that wants to build a circle of understanding and create ways to collaborate.  The project is built on a series of websites that share a common database, and provides ways that interfaith and spirit-led groups can build their membership, administer their organization, and economically maintain contact among a large number of people.

A term we heard recently describes our network design very well.  In a meeting of a Parliament of Religions group, one person introduced the idea of a “SPIN” network.  These letters are an acronym for the heady term “Segmented Polycephalic Integrated Network”.   It’s this idea that has driven the development of Interspirit and is the key to our “local independence within the context of global unity” process.  Interspirit is one network, divided into multiple independent segments (user groups, with their own “head” and private administration and purposes) that can overlap if they choose, maintain independence if they choose, act privately if they choose, and collaborate if they choose.

Our design is simple.  Interspirit is built on a large relational database that can be understood as a series of interconnected “lists.”  One of these lists is a list of people – all the people we can find who are interested in the objectives of interfaith, and who want to work with others in some organizational context.  This list of people includes all their contact information, their email address, etc.  Another of our lists is a list of organizations – all the organizations we can find that want to work towards interfaith objectives.  Another list is the groups that want to establish a presence on the Interspirit network and build an electronic circle of awareness among their membership organizations and people.  As these groups join the Interspirit project, they bring their membership with them – and our “list of people” grows.  As they bring in their member organizations, our list of organizations grows.  As they add documents to our online library, our list of online documents grows.  As they add Internet links to our list of links, our list of links increases…

A key to the Interspirit design is the inherent potential for overlap.  In the real world, one person can be a member of more than one organization, and may have a number of objectives and goals.  In the Interspirit system, one person can maintain a single account, and yet retain membership in several organizations that reflect these varying objectives.  Today, the Interspirit system is serving NAIN (North American Interfaith Network), the CPWR (Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions), the URI (United Religions Initiative, through their VPAR project), and a number of other interfaith projects, including the rapidly growing Interfaith Center at the Presidio in San Francisco.  Through Interspirit, one person can be a member of all these groups, and interact with them through a single framework.

You can see the design.  One large pool of people, coming together for any number of reasons that they themselves choose, grouped together in any number of organizations, with the Interspirit system providing ways that these motivated and caring individuals can find one another, and work together in any way they desire, towards the common ideal of a better world.  

By running the project on the Internet, we achieve a great economy of scale.  We can send a full-color newsletter to 2,000 people for almost no cost.  We can engage dialogue on any subject.   We can develop a research library on any issue. We are in operation 24/7, and can be reached from any Internet connection in the world.  We can support the emergence of a coalition around any objective or purpose.  We can independently support the development of organizations like NAIN or the CPWR or ICP – and if these organizations desire to collaborate, we can instantly bring them together in highly controlled ways, to pool their membership around any desired objective.

As our outreach expands, we are adding faith and interfaith-based organization working to provide services to a broad membership.  We have recently added a support network for Church World Service-Northern California, as a way to help them coordinate their “Crop Walks.”  We are building a global network project for CPWR, designed to support and sustain the various processes and projects that will grow out of the 2004 Parliament event in Barcelona.  We can provide services to any interfaith organization that wants to develop an electronic outreach – to its own local community, or to a broader global audience.  We envision the emergence of new facilities such as an online interfaith seminary – built from our core membership, as some Interspirit members become teachers, and others become students.

Interspirit is designed to take advantage of the great capacities of the Internet in every possible way, and is dissolving the boundaries and borders that emerge in interfaith work as the result of distance and physical separation.  Face-to-face meetings are critical and essential – but they are expensive, brief, and difficult to organize.  Interspirit can provide a significant adjunct to face-to-face meetings, around any objective our members care to pursue.

We will continue to contact faith and interfaith organizations everywhere, telling them about our system, and inviting their involvement.  As the project matures, we anticipate the emergence of a large and comprehensive system, serving interfaith goals in any way that any of our members care to define.  We foresee the emergence of a single vastly complex interfaith conversation and interactive process, that dissolves the boundaries of misunderstanding everywhere, and provides ways that our most inspired interfaith workers can help guide us towards a world that works for everyone.

Website: http://interspirit.net
Email: bruce@sharedpurpose.net

Telephone: (805) 966-9515

Contact: Bruce Schuman

Address: Origin Research, PO Box 23346, Santa Barbara CA, 93121 USA

Primary programming language: Cold Fusion 5.0

Primary database program: Microsoft SQL Server 2000

Number of individual members: 9066

Number of groups: 79 groups, 175 subgroups

Number of organizations: 3123
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